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Teacher uses…

Students use…

Get Started with DiLL

DiLL Client

DiLL Lab Controller

students must find and open 
the DiLL Client program on 
their computers.

You as instructor must 
open DiLL Lab Controller 
on yours.

Both you and the students 
must log into DiLL with 
school IDs and passwords

As students log into 
DiLL, they appear in 
your window as circles.
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DiLL Client with a Lesson

Listening and Drilling for Practice

Students can practice 
lessons on their own, 
even without a teacher.

They can also make recordings, 
but these won't be saved in DiLL.

“Please click on the 
‘Lesson’ menu at the top 

of your screen and choose 
‘Open from Catalog for 

Practice.’

Then navigate to 
[our textbook or 

chapter] and choose 
[our lesson(s) for 

today].”

To have students practice lessons, Give 
your class the following instructions.
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1. Dragging a line from John

2. Listen or Converse?

3. Listening to John

Press and hold the mouse 
inside John’s circle.

Without releasing the mouse 
button, move the mouse 
over the Instructor's circle.

When both circles are 
yellow, release the mouse 
button.

From the menu that appears, click 
“Instructor monitors John”.

John's voice is now audible 
through your headphoneS— 
without his knowledge!

Monitor a Student You can monitor students while they 
practice their lessons. Here we 
listen to a student named John.

3



Four people Listen to Eric

1. Dragging a line from John

2. Listen or Converse?

Three Separate Dialogs Four-Way Conversation

Speak with a Student Just like Monitoring (on page 3), 
you can begin a conversation by
dragging a line between two people.

3. Now Conversing with John

People who are speaking or listening—that are connected—
always appear red. Arrows show where their voices are going.

A Two-way Dialog creates arrows pointing both ways.

From the menu that appears, 
click “Instructor 
converses with john”.

People can be connected many ways. Be Creative!Conversations
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2. stop listening to sue

1. listening to sue

3. disconnected from sue

1. three-way conversation

2. disconnecting sally

3. two-way conversation

to stop observing or speaking with 
someone (here, sue), click on 
yourself - instructor.

ending connections

2. stop listening to sue

from the menu that 
appears, click 
"disconnect instructor 
from sue."

click on sally to remove 
her from a multi-way 
conversation

from the menu that 
appears, click 
"disconnect sally 
from 2 students." sally is now removed 

from the Conversation.
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Class Announcements Broadcast your voice to 
everyone—temporarily.

Click "All Call" to 
speak to everyone 
at once.

Any conversations 
will be paused.

The Previous 
conversations 
are resumed.

Click "End Call" 
when you're done 
speaking.

Now that I 
have your 

attention…
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randomly pair everyone the random pair feature 
saves you time when 
connecting people.

Click "randomly Group".

from the menu that appears, 
choose 
"connect in random pairs".

students are now in 
two-way dialogs.

Odd-numbered students 
make a group of three.
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Selecting Students to do the same thing with 
several students, you 
must first select them.

When multiple students are selected, 
an act on one affects them all.

Drag a rectangle across 
students to select them 
all at once. 

Click in an empty area 
and hold down the 
mouse.

Then drag the mouse to 
stretch the rectangle.

Continue dragging 
until the intended 
people are selected.

To select John separately, 
click on him while holding 
down the shift key.

To de-select everyone, 
click in an empty area. 
That's it!
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Saving DriLL Recordings To save recordings, 
you must give 
students a "task."

A Task is like a box where students drop recordings.
Students in the same group are assigned the same box. 

Usually you'll make one box per class period.

From the "Tasks" menu, 
click "New Task…"

To save student responses to 
lesson audio, you must first 
create a "Lesson Task."
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saving drill recordings (continued...)

Choose a lesson from 
the dill catalog for 
students to hear.

title your task 
according to whom it 
will be assigned.

click "create" 
when you're 
finished.

the new task appears 
to the left, with an 
arbitrary color.

but there's more! now you must assign the task!

10



saving drill recordings: assigning tasks

select the students to be 
assigned (how? see page 8).

drag the task.

position the mouse 
over one of the 
selected students.

when the group 
turns yellow, 
release the mouse.

students within the 
selection are now 
assigned to the task.

dill client assigned 
to the lesson task.

students receive the lesson 
you chose and can record 
themselves voluntarily.

they cannot play other 
lessons now without 
your permission.
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Saving Plain Recordings To let students record 
without prompts, give them a 
"Recording-Only Task."

From the "Tasks" menu, 
click "New task"

Click "Students record: 
without a lesson 
(recording-only)".

Then click "Create".

Select The students to be 
assigned (How? See page 8) 
AND DRAG THE TASK.

Drag the new task onto 
one of the selected 
students to assign it.

Students must 
click "Record" to 
make recordings.

They can make as 
many recordings as 
they want.

Recordings from 
paired Students 
contain both voices. 

DiLL Client assigned to 
Recording-Only Task
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Synchronized Activities Play lessons to and 
record the entire 
class at once.

A Synchronized Activity is like playing
 a portable stereo in front of the class.

You control what students hear and
when they are recorded.

from the Tasks menu, click 
"Begin New Synchronized 
Task…" 

Play and pause 
the lesson heard 
by students.

Click "Catalog" to choose 
lessons in DiLL or "Drive" 
for files on disk or CD.

If you want your voice 
broadcast to the class, 
leave this checked.

to let students play 
back their recordings, 
Click "Allow Student 
Interaction."

Click "Record Students" 
to start recording each 
student at once.

Click it again to 
stop recording.

Each time you click 
record, another 
recording is added.

Click "End task" 
after you have made 
all your recordings.
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Pre-assign student work To let students open 

and work on tasks 

themselves, create a 

"pre-assigned task." 

A Pre-assigned task is a task that students can access (even 

without a teacher present) during a specified time interval. 

CREATE MULTIPLE PRE-ASSIGNED TASKS TO ALLOW STUDENTS TO WORK 

FROM ONE TASK TO ANOTHER. 

Create a new task. In the 

New Task window, check the 

"Pre-Assign" option.

In the drop-down window 

that appears, choose the 

task's start and end times.

These times limit when 

students can open and 

work on the task.
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Assign Homework for 
students to complete 
outside of class

create a List of tasks for 
students to complete at 
their own pace

queue assignments for 
when you cannot be 
present in class

Pre-assign student work (continued...)

under "Lesson" in the DiLL 

client Menu bar, Select 

"open from pre-assigned 

tasks..." 

In the window that 

appears, select the 

teacher and then choose 

the appropriate task.

As a student...

example uses

in lab controller, pre-

assigned tasks are 

shown with stripes...

...which indicates that 
the student can work 
from task to task.

15



Sharing a website

drag-and-drop a website's address 

onto a student or a group of students.

The website will open on their computers.

open the website you 
would like to share.

Select the students  to 
share the website with.

If Desired, create a 
recording-only task 
to capture student 
responses.
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Sharing a website (continued...)

From the Browser, 
Drag-and-drop the 
address onto the 
selected students in lab 
controller.  

The website will 
automatically open 
on the students' 
computers.

Every website has a 
draggable icon to the 
left of the address in 

the location bar.  
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control a student's screen To view and/or 

control a student's 

screen, use 

"Computer Control"

click on the student you 

would like to monitor 

and/or control. 

in the menu that 

appears, select 

"computer control"...

... and then select "View or 
Control Student's 
Screen"
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control a student's screen (continued...)

Click on the "control" 
button to control the 

selected student's screen.

a new window will open with 

a real-time view of the 

selected student's screen.
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block applications other than dill

click on the "computer 
access" button in lab 

controller

In the menu that appears, select allow 

access to "DiLL Only" to lock student 

access to the dill application.

if no students are selected, the computer access feature

will affect all students.  

Select students individually or in groups to limit access

restrictions to a specific student or group of students.

see page 8 to learn how to select students.
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block applications... (continued...)

DiLL only mode 

the pickle slice icon 

indicates that all 

applications other than 

DiLL are blocked

nothing (blank screeN) mode

the lock icon indicates 

that the screen and 

keyboard have been locked.
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Review Student Recordings

Type the address into 
your web browser.

Ask Your technical 
support personnel where 
to find the DILL web site.

You can listen to students' 
recordings by visiting the 
DiLL server over the web.

Click "GO TO LOGIN 
PAGE" to log-in.

log-in with the same 
account you used with 
DiLL Lab Controller.

NOTE: You must be 
designated as a teacher 
in DiLL to continue.

Decide which tasks to view: 
⁃ Lesson Tasks,
⁃ Recording-Only, or 
⁃ Synchronized Activities.
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Review Student Recordings (Continued…)

Find your task using 
the title you chose 
when you created it 
(see Page 10).

all students assigned 
to the task are listed, 
even if they didn't 
record anything.

click "View 
Individual 
Recordings" To 
play recordings 
at your own pace.Click "Hear all 

Recordings for 
student" to play 
them all at once.
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